All experiments were carried out under argon atmosphere using a glove-box or a Schlenk line. Ethylenediamine (en) and toluene were dried over CaH 2 and freshly distilled. The elements Κ and Sn were sealed in a niobium ampoule in the molar ratio 4:9 and the ampoule was heated to 873 Κ for 5 h. To 0.20 g of the resulting alloy 4 ml of ethylenediamine was added and then the mixture was sonicated for 5 min and filtered. The filtrate was layered with a solution of 0.20 g of 18-crown-6( 1,4,7,10,13,16-hexaoxacyclooctadecane) in 6 ml of toluene. After one week the product was obtained in form of dark red crystals. 
Discussion
During our investigations of the arrangement of Zintl ions by connecting them via alkali metals [1] [2] [3] [4] we were able to synthesize the title compound It consists of two [K(18-crown-6)] + cations, two K + cations, a [Sng] 4- cluster anion and 1.5 ethylenediamine molecules (figure, top). According to Wade rules a nine-atom cluster can adopt a monocapped square antiprism with C\ v symmetry (nido type) or a tricapped trigonal prism with Du, symmetry (closo type) [5] . The [Sn9] cluster anion has 22 skeletal electrons and can be described as a mono-capped square antiprism as expected from the Wade rules (figure, middle). 
